Say it loud:
I'm a Luddite
and proud
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members
would stop
denying
they are
Luddites. It's
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be proud of
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ONE OF THE most common insults
thrown at the union is that we're all
Luddites — opposing technological
change because of our innate conserva-
tism and fear.

We always respond: "Of course we're
not Luddites, we like technology, we
just want to ensure that this so-called
progress is not used to undermine
professionalism, wages and our terms
and conditions.”

We should stop saying this — not the
part about liking technology, but the
part about saying we're not Luddites.

Nedd Ludd's gang of angry artisans
were not conservatives and were not
opposed to technology. Like us, they
were opposed to the way machines were
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ACROSS

1 Like Diana, she's looking for a

quarry (8)

5 About to make savings, business
produces cement (6)

9 Religious chap returned opening

wine (8)

10 Neat journalist used paint (6)
12 No fatto shed (4-2)

13 Ancient crew member ending up

fleeced? (8)

15 Does this musician make one's
stomach churn? (5-7)

18 Possibly causing hole on English bit of

furniture (6,6)

23 Seaman with two lots of cards (4,4)
24 Put some new flags out, by the way (6)
26 Spirit ? We hear it's hard stuff (6)

27 This funny guy can change to be

non-16 (8)

28 Writer boiled rice in company (6)

29 Food wise folk carry around

Australia (8)

country (6)

location (4)

behave (7)

21 Reckless daughter gets a piece of

jewellery (6)

WINNER of Crossword 140 was Mr P Mitchell of Aberdeen

DOWN

1 Town on South coast with extremely
lifeless dumps (6)

2 It's definitely not right in the

3 Bird'segginalist(7)
4 We hear quote from internet

6 In love with Communist going North?
That's sweet! (7)

7 Give instruction to old soldier (8)

8 Get a new order from Roses Ltd —
they've experienced many birthdays! (8)

11 Cooked duck with orange herb (7)
14 Phoning could be a profession (7)
16 Don is of no practical use (8)

17 Touring Arctic on strong drug (8)

19 One studying strange corals around
end of beach (7)

20 It's pathetic how those saving

being used to destroy wages, conditions
and the professionalism they brought to
their trade.

The Luddites were one of the most
important influences on the develop-
ment of the trade union movement.

Their tactics — sabotage and
destruction of the new machinery —
was an extreme response to extreme
circumstances.

Within a few years of the introduc-
tion of machinery to the textile industry
of the early 19th Century, the artisans
and their guilds had all but disappeared,
replaced by the brutal sweatshops of
the industrial revolution.

The Luddites' actions were taken
in the context of rising food prices,
depressed trade caused by the wars
of the time and government-imposed
trading restrictions.

This was in a time without the safety
net of social welfare, where unemploy-
ment and poverty meant being sent to
the workhouse or worse.

As trade unionists, we need to
remember and celebrate our history.
Without the radicals of the 19th
Century, we would very likely not have
seen the explosion in union organising
100 or so years ago.

To see the name of our forefathers
as an insult that we have to deny, is an

Gripe

..and so all good
people lend us your
aid.

And shoulder to
shoulder we'll stand.

until quality work
receives its fair pay.

Until that is the law of
the land

General Ludd’s Victory
(English folk song)

insult to those upon whose shoulders
we stand.

We need to declare that, like the
Luddites, we will stand in solidarity
with our fellows until the entire industry
ensures proper payment for quality work.

I'm proud to call myself a Luddite
—as proud as | am of also being a
technophile.

New Media Luddites Unite!
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22 |ove means nothing in this sport ! (6)
25 Fish with a bit at the end (4)

April 2008

Journalist

31





